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BOLDON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Boldon  Urban  District  Council. 

Mk.  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I hereby  submit  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Health  Department,  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 
of  the  district,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  R.  W.  Armstrong. 

The  following  are  the  main  features  of  the  Vital 
Statistics  for  the  year  1952. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  total  population 
for  the  Boldon  Urban  District  to  be  17,150  for  mid-year 
1952,  this  figure  shows  an  increase  of  410  compared  with 
1951. 


Birth  Rate. 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  for  1952 
is  18.5  compared  with  17.8  for  1951.  The  figure  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1952  is  15.3. 

Tlie  Still-birth  Rate  for  this  district  is  0.23,  the  same 
as  last  year.  The  number  of  Still- Births  in  the  area 
were  8. 

Standardised  Death  Rate. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1952  is  11.1  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  a decrease  of  1.6  on  last  years  figure.  The 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1952,  given  by 
the  Registrar  General  is  11.3.  The  Total  number  of 
deaths  in  the  Urban  District  were  186,  a decrease  of 
23  compared  with  last  year’s  figure  which  was  209. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population. 

The  number  of  Births  in  excess  of  deaths  in  1952, 
was  138,  this  figure  compares  favourably  with  that  of 
1951,  when  there  were  90  births  in  excess  of  deaths. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  death  rate  of  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
per  1,000  live  births  is  15.4  for  1952,  this  shows  a decrease 
of  1.3  on  the  figure  given  for  1951.  The  figure  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  for  England  & Wales  for  this 
year  is  27.6. 

A review  of  the  Statistics  over  the  past  years  shows 
the  present  day  population  in  this  area  to  be  the  highest 
for  16  years,  and  the  lowest  Death  Rate  since  1946. 
Infantile  Mortality  continues  to  decline  the  present  figure 
of  15.4  being ‘the  lowest  on  record  for  this  district.  A 
quarter  of  a centur}^  ago  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
was  111. 

Housing  & Health. 

Cases  reported  to  the  Health  Department  of  over- 
crowding, especially  those  associated  with  Tuberculosis 
were  investigated  and  every  consideration  given  by  the 
Housing  Committee. 

Two  Aluminium  Bungalows  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself,  following  several  complaints 
of  excessive  condensation — complaints  which  were 
quite  justified — were  found  to  have  insufficient  heat 
generating  from  the  stoves  provided  ; various  articles 
of  clothing,  taken  from  drawers  and  wardrobes,  were 
almost  wet  to  the  touch  ; there  had  been  several  com- 
plaints of  ill-health  and  constant  wet  beds  owing  to  the 
excessive  condensation  from  both  these  aluminium 
bungalows.  This  matter  vas  taken  up  with  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

As  in  former  years,  a number  of  old  people  in  urgent 
need  of  treatment  were  admitted  to  the  Geriatric  Dept., 
of  the  General  Hospital  Sunderland  on  my  recommend- 
ation. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  support 
received  from  the  Members  of  the  Council  at  all  times. 

REGINALD  SMITH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

June,  1953. 
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BOLDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  Resident 
population  for  mid-year  1952  is  17,150. 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  unemployment 
in  the  district  ; — 

Date.  Males.  Females.  Total 

31st  December,  1952  71  25  9G 

The  number  of  unemployed  for  last  year  was 

Date.  Males.  Females.  Total. 

31st  December,  1951  55  35  90 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1952. 
Births  and  Birth  Rates. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

Live  Births  156  168  324 

Legitimate  151  162  313 

Illegitimate  5 6 11 

The  Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population  is  18.5. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Still  Births  2 2 4 

Legitimate  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  


The  Still  Birth  Rate  of  the  estimated  population 
is  .23. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates. 

During  1952  there  were  186  Deaths  registered  as 
having  occurred  within  the  district,  namely  : — 

99  males,  and  87  females. 

50  of  the  Males  died  aged  60  to  70  years  and  50 
Females  aged  70  to  80  years. 

The  Death  Rate  of  the  estimated  population  is  11.1. 

The  following  table  shows  the  variation  in  the  Birth 
and  Death  Rates,  and  the  increase  in  population  during 
the  preceding  four  years,  as  compared  with  1952. 
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Birth 

Death 

Year. 

Population 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1918 

1949 

16,310 

16,870 

18.2 

18.4 

11.5 

13.9 

^ Crude  Death  Rato. 

1950 

17,100 

17.2 

12.1 

1 

Standardised 

1951 

16,740 

17.8 

12.7 

Death  Rate. 

1952 

17,150 

18.5 

11.1 

J 

Comparability  Factor. 

The  E-egistrar  General’s  figures  for  deaths  include  those 
of  members  of  the  armed  forces  who  were  stationed  in  the 
area.  The  population  figures  given  are  home  popul- 
ations (i.e.)  including  members  of  the  armed  forces 
stationed  in  the  area).  Area  comparability  factors  for 
births  and  for  deaths,  allowing  for  the  differing  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas, 
are  Births  1.03  Deaths  1.03,  these  may  be  used  for  com- 
paring birth  rates  and  death  rates  with  those  in  other 
areas. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  Age. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  3 2 5 

Illegitimate  


The  Causes  of  Death  were  : — 

Broncho  Pneumonia  2 

Heart  Disease  1 

Prematurity  1 

Gastric  Enteritis  1 


The  Death  Pvate  for  all  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 
is  15.4. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  in  1952  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  4 years. 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births. 
Year.  Bate. 

1948  50.5 

1949  32.0 

1950  23.7 

1951  16.7 

1952  15.4 


The  Population,  Birth,  Death  and  Infantile  Mortality 
Rates  for  1949,  1950  ,1951  and  1952  are  shown  below 
for  comparison. 


Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Standardised 

Death 

Rate. 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  Live 
Births. 

1949 

16,870 

18.4 

13.9 

32.0 

1950 

17,100 

17.2 

12.1 

23.7 

1951 

16,740 

17.8 

12.7 

16.7 

1952 

17.150 

18.5 

11.1 

15.4 

D^THS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

No  deaths  were  notified  as  being  due  to  puerperal 
causes. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BOLDON  URBAN 
DISTRICT  DURING  1952. 


The  causes  of  all  deaths  in  the  district  during  1952  of 
males  and  females,  are  showm  in  the  following  table  : — 

Cause  of  Death.  Male.  Female.  Total. 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  0 

3.  Syphihtic  disease 0 

4.  Whooping  Cough 0 

5.  Diphtheria  0 

6.  Meningococcal  infection  0 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 0 

8.  Measles  0 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases  0 

10.  Mahgnant  neoplasm,  stomach  2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus  6 

12.  Mahgnant  neoplasm,  breast  0 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  0 


1 2 

0 0 

1 1 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

6 8 

2 8 

1 1 

1 ] 
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CaiLse  of  Death,  Male.  Female.  Total, 

14.  Other  malignant  and  l5nnphatic 

-neoplasms 6 7 13 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  10  1 

16.  Diabetes  112 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system  18  19  37 

18.  Coronary  disease  angina 13  17  30 

19.  H5rpertension  with  heart  disease  2 13 

20.  Other  heart  disease  6 9 • 15 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  4 3 7 

22.  Influenza  10  1 

23.  Pneumonia  2 4 6 

24.  Bronchitis 3 2 5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system  2 13 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  10  1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  0 2 2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  0 0 0 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  4 0 4 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  0 0 0 

31.  Congenital  malformations  10  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  11  5 16 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  10  1 

34.  All  other  accidents  8 2 10 

35.  Suicide  4 2 6 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  War  1 0 1 


All  causes 99  87  186 


A comparison  of  this  table  with  last  year’s  shows  a 
decrease  in  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  Cancer,  Heart 
Disease,  Influenza,  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  and  Con- 
genital malformations.  There  were  na  deaths  during 
the  year  from  Nephritis  & Nephrosis,  however,  an  in- 
crease is  shown  in  deaths  from  Accidents,  Suicide, 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system,  and  a slight  increase 
from  Gastritis,  Diarrhoea  and  Diabetes. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  BATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1962. 

(Provisional  figures  b^d  on  Quarterly  Returns). 


England 

and 

Wales. 

160 

County  Boro’s. 
Eind 

Great  Towns 
including 
London. 

160 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 

1951  Census). 

London 
Administrati  > 
County. 

Births  — 

Rates  per  1,000  home  population. 

Live  

15.3 

16.9 

15.5 

17.6 

StUl  (a) 

0.35  \ 

0.43 

0.36 

0.34 

Deaths — 

22.6  / 

24.6  (a) 

23.0  (a) 

19.2  (a) 

All  Causes  

Typhoid  and  Para- 

11.3 

12.1 

11.2 

12.6 

Typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 



Whooping  Cough  .... 

0.00 

.0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tunerculosis 

0.24 

0.28 

0.22 

0.31 

Inf  uenza  

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

Smallpox  

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.00 

— 

— 

inch  Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia  

Notifications  :~Corr’d 

0.47 

0.52 

0.43 

0.58 

Typhoid  fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infect. 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Scarlet  fever 

1.53 

1.75 

1.58 

1.56 

Whooping  cough  .... 

2.61 

2.74 

2.57 

1.66 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

Er3r8ipeia8  

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.14 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

8.86 

10.11 

8.49 

9.23 

Pneumonia  

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
incld.  Polioencephalitis 

0.72 

0.80 

0.62 

0.57 

Paralytic  . 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

0.06 

Non -paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Food  Poisoning  

0.13 

0.16 

0.11 

0.18 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

17.87^a) 

23.94  (a'i 

10.22  (a) 

30.77  (a) 

Deaths — 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

All  causes  under  1 year  of 

1 ! 

age  

CO 

g 

25.8 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

under  2 yrs.  of  age  

1.1  1 1.3 

0.5 

1 

23.8 

0.7 


(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  und  Still)  Births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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Maternal  Mortality  in  England  & Wales. 


Intermediate  List 

No.  and  cause. 

No.  of  . 
Deaths. 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births. 

Rates  per 
million  women 
aged  15-44. 

A115. 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
the  puerperium  

61 

0.09 

A116. 

Abortion  with  toxaemia  

13  i 

0.02 

1 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy  and 
the  puerperiiim 

1 

147  ( 

0.21 

A117. 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy  and 
childbirth 

59  i 

0.09 

Alls. 

Abortion  without  mention  of  sepsis  or 
toxaemia  

31 

1 

0.04 

3 

A119. 

Abortion  with  sepsis  

47 

1 

0.07  i 

5 

A120. 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy, 
childbirth  and  the  puerperium 

138 

1 

0.20 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA  1952. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  sputa  and  throat 
swabs  from  general  practitioners  are  undertaken  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Government  Buildings 
Ponteland  Road,  Newcastle  upon  T3Tie,  5.  Results 
and  numbers  of  bacteriological  examinations  for 
the  3^ear  1952  are  as  follows  : — 

For  Tubercele.  For  Diphtheria. 

Positive  5 Negative  8 

Negative 47 

52  8 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  County  Ambulance  Service,  Ambulances,  or 
sitting  case  cars  are  requisitioned  for  hy  the  patient’s 
Doctor,  Midwife,  Dentist  or  Nurse,  and  on  production 
of  a medical  certificate  supporting  the  need  of  transport. 
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Enquiries  are  referred  to  Hebburn  Ambulance  Station, 
1 St.  John’s  Avenue,  Hebburn.  Telephone  Hebburn 
32157. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

All  information  regarding  the  above  is  obtainable 
through  the  County  Council  who  have  a scheme  in 
operation  whereby  the  parents  of  children  who  have 
reached  the  age  of  eight  months  are  sent  an  offer  of 
Immunisation,  together  with  information  as  to  where 
it  can  be  obtained  and  form  of  consent.  If  no  record  of 
immunisation  is  received  by  the  Count}^  Health  Depart- 
ment before  the  child  attains  its  first  birthday  a reminder 
is  sent  in  the  shape  of  & birthday  greeting  card,  which 
also  contains  information  regarding  immunisation. 
Contact  is  again  made  when  the  child  reaches  the  age 
of  four  years  and  nine  months.  Vaccination  also  comes 
under  the  Durham  County  Council,  information  and 
form  of  consent  is  sent  to  the  parents  of  children 
who  have  reached  the  age  of  three  months. 

Nursing  etc. 

The  inhabitants  are  provided  with  a Queens  Nurse, 
District  Nurse  and  two  Health  Visitors,  each  health 
visitor  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  a separate 
district  and  are  employed  by  Durham  County  Council. 

Domestic  Help. 

Htjme  Helps  are  booked  for  necessary  cases  by  the 
County  Council  Home  Help  Service. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

A Clinic  for  children  under  5 years  of  age  is  held  at  the 
Primitive  Methodist  Hall,  Hedworth  Lane,  Boldon 
Colliery,  once  a v^eek  (Tuesdays)  under  the  supervision 
of  Durham  Count 3^  Council,  there  is  also  a Clinic  and 
welfare  centre  held  at  the  WesDyan  Hall,  North  Guards, 
Whitburn  alternate  Thursdays. 

Hospitai,  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases 
Cases 

Arrangements  made  through  Sunderland  Hospital 
Management  Committee  for  eases  for  Infectious  Disease 
where  necessary,  to  be  removed  to  the  Sunderland 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  still  in  operation. 
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Welfare  and  Care  of  slightly  mental  cases  and 

THE  Aged  Sick. 

Aged  sick  visited  during  the  year,  and  where  necessary, 
were  admitted  into  hospital  for  medical  attention. 

One  case  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
in  addition  to  being  slightly  mental,  was  admitted  into 
Primrose  Hospital,  Jarrow. 

Another  case  I visited,  owing  to  the  harmless  nature 
of  this  low  grade  imbecile,  he  was  allowed  to  remain  at 
home  in  the  care  of  his  parent. 

An  old  lady,  aged  88  years,  requiring  medical  attention 
and  help  in  the  home,  was  accommodated  in  hospital 
whilst  the  premises  she  occupied  were  cleansed  and  the 
contents  fumigated,  she  now  has  help,  and  this  case  as 
well  as  others  of  a similar  nature  are  visited  periodically. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
1952  was  169,  this  figure  excludes  Tuberculosis  and  shows 
an  increase  of  45  compared  with  1951. 

Measles  accounted  for  85  of  the  cases  and  showed  an 
increase  of  20  on  last  year"^s  figure.  There  were  57 
W^HOOPiNG  Cough  cases,  an  increase  of  9 cases  on  last 
years’  figure  which  was  48. 

Diphtheria.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  for  the 
second  year  in  succession  there  have  been  no  Diphtheria 
cases  notified  in  the  area . 249  records  have  been  received 

of  Immunisations  against  Diphtheria  this  year,  an  in- 
crease of  73  compared  with  last  year. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Seventeen  notifications  were  re- 
ceived, an  increase  of  11  on  last  year.  However,  all 
cases  were  of  an  exceptionally  mild  nature  and  capable 
of  being  nursed  at  home. 

Poliomyelitis.  One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was 
officially  notified.  Out  of  three  query  hospital  notific- 
ations, one  only  turned  out  to  be  a non-paralytic  case. 

Malaria.  A query  case  of  Malaria  was  reported  from 
a hospital  during  September.  A Marine  Commando, 
returning  from  Korea  developed  Pneumonia  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and 
eventually  discharged  being  finally  diagnosed  as  a case 
of  Benign  Tertian  Malaria. 
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Paratyphoid.  There  were  no  cases  of  Paratyphoid 
during  the  year.  Two  suspected  cases,  man  and  wife, 
had  symptoms  more  like  food  poisoning  & were  taken  into 
hospital  the  final  diagnosis  being  Gastro  Enteritis. 
Another  suspected  case  was  suffering  from  the  affects  of 
a stroke.  Extensive  investigations  were  carried  out 
early  in  the  year,  on  a case  which  was  originally  thought 
to  be  Meningitis,  later  Salmonella  infection  was  detected; 
further  tests  proved  this  young  woman,  aged  18  years, 
to  be  a paratyphoid  B Carrier.  Repeated  specimens  were 
taken,  and  a course  of  treatment  undertaken  by  the 
patient  who  eventually  ceased  to  excrete  paratyphoid 
bacilli. 

Food  Poisoning.  During  August,  a Food  Poison- 
ing case  was  notified.  The  food  consumed  being  a 
home  cooked  tongue.  On  laboratory  investigation, 
staphylococcus  aureus  organisms  were  isolated  in  con- 
siderable numbers.  As  food  storage  facilities  were 
fairly  poor,  it  is  possible  that  the  tongue  had  become 
contaminated  after  cooking. 

Tuberculosis.  The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulation  1952  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  May 
this  year,  and  replaced  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations 
of  1930  which  had  become  outdated  and  at  variance  with 
the  present  structure  and  operation  of  the  Tuberculosis 
services.  The  requirement  re  notification  itself  remains, 
in  effect,  unaltered.  The  purpose  of  this  requirement 
being  to  check  the  spread  of  infection  and  to  bring  about 
the  proper  management  of  the  individual  case  and 
its  immediate  contacts.  Nineteen  Pulmonaiy  Cases 
were  notified,  one  more  than  last  year,  however 
there  was  a decrease  of  three  Non-Pulmonary  cases 
compared  with  last  year.  Two  deaths  only  occurred 
during  the  year,  a decrease  of  five  on  last  year’s  figure. 

Mumps.  A mild  epidemic  was  reported,  adults  as 
well  as  children  being  infected.  Doctors  in  the  area 
were  reminded  that  contacts  were  not  a a rule  excluded 
from  school,  but  those  affecte  should  avoid  mixing  with 
others,  some  of  these  infected  children  were  returning  to 
school  before  the  end  of  a fortnight,  instead  of  at  least 
a fortnight  to  18  days  ; isolation  lasting  one  week  after 
subsidence  of  the  swelling.  At  the  same  time.  Practition- 
ers were  again  reminded  of  their  obligation  under  Section 
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144  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  send  forthwith, 
as  soon  as  they  became  aware  of  a patient  suffering  from 
a Notifiable  Infectious  Disease,  a Certificate  stating  the 
disease  from  which,  in  their  opinion,  the  patient  was 
suffering. 

Black  Smallpox.  I vcas  called  out  to  see  a suspected 
case  of  Black  Smallpox  early  in  October,  my  opinion 
was  that  this  was  not  Black  Smallpox.  I followed  the 
case  up  in  Hospital,  where  physical  signs  became  most 
complex,  however  subsequent  tests  proved  this  to  be  a 
case  of  Multiple  Haemorrhagic  Erythema.  The  patient 
made  a good  recovery. 

Anthrax.  Anthrax  was  suspected  in  two  pigs  at  a 
farm  in  the  area  during  September.  The  premises 
became  an  infected  place  under  the  Anthrax  Order, 
1938.  When  I visited  there  were  about  300  pigs  on 
this  farm.  The  carcases  of  the  affected  animals  were 
burnt.  A flame  thrower  and  strong  disinfectants  were 
put  into  action  and  everything  necessary  destroyed. 
The  pig  workers  were  advised  regarding  infection.  No 
further  cases  were  reported.  Finally,  Form  B,  declaring 
Withdrawal  of  Notice  defining  Infected  Place,  was 
served  on  the  occupier. 

Silicosis.  Early  in  the  year,  I addressed  miners  and 
officials,  in  the  Miners’  Hall,  on  Silicosis  ; the  audience 
was  large  and  appreciative. 

Notifiable  Diseases  Notified — 1952. 


Measles 85 

Smallpox  — ■ 

Scarlet  Fever  17 

Diphtheria  — 


Enteric  Fever 
Paratyphoid 


Pneumonia  5 

Peuperal  Fever — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  — 

Dysentry  3 

Whooping  Cough  57 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  1 

Food  Poisoning  1 
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Disinfection  of  premises,  bedding  and  clothing,  as 
usual,  is  carried  out  by  your  staff  where  there  is  a case  of 
Diphtheria,  and  also  for  Scarlet  Fever,  on  the  termin- 
ation of  the  period  of  isolation,  where  the  patient  is 
nursed  at  home.  Special  forms  are  issued  for  the  doctor 
in  charge  to  sign  when  he  considers  the  premises  are 
ready  for  disinfection. 

Disinfections  are  also  carried  out  at  houses  where  there 
has  been  a death  or  removal  of  a person  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis. 

Visits  are  made  to  all  notified  cases  of  important 
infectious  diseases,  the  history  of  each  case  taken,  and 
investigation  made  of  the  possible  source  of  infection, 
and  where  possible  the  premises  and  infectious  articles 
are  disinfected  at  the  same  time. 

Diphtheria  Prophlyactic  for  immunising  against 
Diphtheria  continues  to  be  kept  in  the  HealthDepart- 
ment  for  issue  to  local  doctors.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin 
is  available  from  Chemists  and  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospitals. 

Bottles  of  Disinfectant  are  issued,  as  usual,  from  the 
Health  Department  on  receipt  of  a Doctor’s  Note  or 
Health  Visitor’s  Slip. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  the  chief  infectious 
diseases  during  the  quinquenium  preceding  1952,  is 
shewn  thus  : — 


NOTiyiABLE 

Diseases. 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Food  Poisoning 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis 

Paratyphoid 

Dysentery 

Popu- 

1 

Year. 

lation. 

i 

1947 

16,090 

8 

1 

10 

11 

8 

3 

4 

79 

20 

3 

1948 

16,310 

1 

9 

11 

5 

2 

33 

5 

1949 

16,870 

1 

5 

16 

6 

1 

2 

36 

3 

1 

2 

1960 

17,100 

2 

1 

1 5 

20 

8 

1 

1 

96 

27 

9 

1 

1961 

16,740 

1 

1 6 

18 

4 

3 

. 2 

65 

48 

1952 

17,150 

; 17 

19 

1 

1 

5 

85 

57 

1 

3 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  incidence  of  each'  of  the  infectious  diseases. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1952. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year,  20  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  19  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
(^ase  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  2 deaths  occurred  from  Tuberculosis.  Both  were  Pulmonary 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Chairman,  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee, 

I present  for  your  consideration,  my  fourth  Annual 
Report,  which  is  for  the  year  1952. 

Xo  spectacular  changes  have  been  made  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  district,  but  a steady  progress  has 
continued  in  the  improvement  of  many  sanitary  con- 
ditions. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  was  2,516  which  is  an 
increase  over  the  previous  years  total  of  2,337. 

The  Council’s  Housing  Programme,  together  with  the 
houses  built  by  private  enterprise,  is  proceeding  extremely 
well,  and  in  comparison  with  other  districts  the  standard 
and  amount  of  housing  accommodation,  the  Council 
have  every  right  to  feel  pleased. 

Next  to  Housing,  the  supervision  of  food  premises 
has  occupied  the  greater  part  of  my  time,  and  although 
slow,  steady  progress  is  being  maintained  in  raising  the 
standard  of  hygiene  in  regard  to  the  premises  and  the 
staff  employed  therein. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  and  the  staff  for  their  support  and  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

Yours  truly, 

R.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  district  is  supplied  principally  by  the  Sunderland 
and  South  Shields  Water  Company,  and  one  house 
secures  its  supply  from  a shallow  well. 

Analysis  of  Water  Supply. 

(i)  The  water  supply  of  the  Area  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  during  the  year. 
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(ii)  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  were 
made  from  the  various  deep  wells  which  constitute  the 
supply  also  from  the  various  reservoirs  and  the  w^ater 
as  it  reaches  the  consumer,  and  the  following  results 
were  obtained  : — 


1 

B.Coli  % 

No.  of 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Pos. 

Pos. 

Samples 

o 

o 

mlOOmZ 

in  lOmZ 

in  1 ml 

Wells 

Reser- 

141 

95.0 

5.0 

voirs 

127 

96.9 

3.1 

Taps  

100 

! 

91.0 

9.0 

(iii)  The  water  supply  has  no  detectable  plumbo 
solvent  action. 

(iv)  The  supply  is  chlorinated  and  no  form  of  contam 
ination  has  taken  place. 

(v)  {a)  There  are  5,213  Domestic  Premises  connected 
to  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company’s 
public  supply  main  in  the  Boldon  Urban  Council’s  area. 

(6)  There  are  no  standpipes  in  the  area. 

A typical  chemical  analysis  and  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  the  water  supply  is  given  below  : — 


Chemical  Analysis.  Parts  per 

Million. 

Total  Solids  438 

Chloride 44 

Chloride  expressed  as  Sodium  Chloride  72 

Total  Hardness  316 

Temporary  Hardness  239 

Permanent  Hardness  1 77 


20 


Parts  per 
Million. 

-Nitrogen  as  free  Ammonia  0.004 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrate  1 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrite Nil‘ 

Iron  Nil, 

Colour  (Hazen  degrees)  7 

Suspended  Matter  Nil. 

Total  Hardness  (degrees)  22.1 

Temporary  hardness  (degrees)  16.7 

Permanent  Hardness  (degrees)  5.4 

Nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  with  the  results 


Sus- 


S’land  and  So.  Shields 

Water  Co.  4 4 4 

Land  Spring  5 2 3 5 


Sanitary  Inspections  performed  during  the  year  : — 
Complaints  received  during  the  year  133 

Housing. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  373 

No.  of  visits  made  633 

Under  Housing  Act. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  50 

No.  of  visits  made  50 

Cases  of  overcrowding  investigated  24 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises  and  Persons. 

No.  of  inspections  32 

Miscellaneous  visits  28 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  investigated  37 

Number  of  visits  made  62 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  52 

Lots  of  Bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  16 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  176 

,,  Bakehouses  170 

,,  Fishmongers  19 

,,  Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  8 

,,  Ice  Cream  Premises 35 

,,  Restaurants  and  Cafes’  73 

,,  Grocers  50 

General  Sanitation. 

Visits  in  connection  with  ; — 

Water  supply  14 

Drainage  77 

Piggeries  70 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 5 

Factories  339 

Workplaces  and  Offices  22 

Theatres,  Public  Halls  & Public  Houses  15 

Shops  245 

Rats  and  Mice  357 

Squatters’  Camps  6 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year,  the  work  of  reconstructing  and 
amending  the  sewerage  and  drainage  system  in  the 
district  was  continued,  and  appears  to  be  progressing 
smoothly.  The  storm  water  sewers  will,  it  is  hoped, 
reheve  the  situation  with  regard  to  the  flooding  of  certain 
areas.  The  National  Coal  Board  have  submitted 
proposals  to  the  Council  for  the  drainage  of  Boldon 
Flats  which  are  flooded  due  to  mining  subsidence,  and 
work  should  commence  shortly. 

The  sewage  of  the  district  is  discharged  into  the  sea 
and  the  River  Tyne,  in  a crude  state.  ^ 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

A number  of  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Sanitary 
accommodation  in  the  district,  as  shown  by  the  table 
below  ; — 


Type  of  Closet. 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Ash  Closets 

75 

70 

68 

65 

65 

Water  Closets 

5,251 

5,373 

5.566 

6,584 

6,014 

Chemical  Closets 

7 

7 

29 

29 

29 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  serious  case  of  pollution  has  occured  during  the 
year. 

Housing. 


Number  of  New  Houses  built  and  occupied 

during  the  year  Private  19 

Council  192 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts 373 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the 

Housing  Act  50 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection 

with  the  above  683 

Number  of  houses  imfit  for  human  habitation, 
in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
given  for  repair  by  owner  1 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  require  repair 

under  the  Pubhc  Health  Act 40 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  require  repair 

under  the  Housing  Act  31 

Number  of  Houses  repaired  under  Public 
Health  act  after  formal  notices  by  the 
Local  Authority  12 

Number  of  Houses  repaired  under  the  Housing 
Act  after  formal  notices  by  the  Local 
Authority 1 1 
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Number  of  Houses  repaired  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  as  a result  of  informal 
action  28 

Number  of  Houses  repaired  under  the  Housing 

Act  as  a result  of  informal  action 20 

Total  number  of  defects  remedied  230 

Squatters’  Camps. 


Only  one  camp,  that  at  Red  Barns,  Wardley  is  now 
being  used  for  housing  accommodation.  There  are 
still  nine  families  in  occupation.  As  each  hut  is 
vacated,  it  is  the  Council’s  policy  to  return  it  to  the 
War  Office,  who  are  then  responsible  for  its  care. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  are  five  sites  in  the  district  used  for  the  station- 
ing of  moveable  dwellings.  The  Local  Authority  have 
byelaws  in  force  with  respect  to  camping  sites  and  little 
difficulty  is  experienced  with  regard  to  the  camps. 

The  caravan  owners  are  made  responsible  by  the  land 
owner  for  the  provision  of  suitable  chemical  closets  and 
storage  bins  for  refuse.  He  in  turn  provides  water  supply 
and  arranges  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the 
refuse  usually  on  the  adjoining  farm  land.  The  majority 
of  these  caravans  are  used  only  at  week-ends  and  for 
holidays. 


Schools. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year 
about  sanitary  conditions  in  schools,  and  the  water 
supplies  by  the  Sunderland  & South  Shields  Water 
Company  are  satisfactory.  It  has  not  been  necessary 
to  take  any  action  during  the  year  in  respect  of  infectious 
diseases  amongst  school  children. 

One  school  was  treated  for  a minor  infestation  of  rats. 
Factories  Act,  1937. 

384  Visits  were  made  to  factories  during  the  year, 
and  the  premises  as  a whole  were  in  very  good  order,  the 
only  defects  being  minor  ones. 

The  tables  below  are  in  the  form  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 
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PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


(i)  Factories  in 

which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  local  auth- 
orities   

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth. 

(iii)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premises). 

Total 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

In- 

pections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

10 

55 

44 

325 

4 

4 

58 

384 

(2)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

erred 

byH.M, 

Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(o)  insufficient  

(6)  unsuitable  or  defective 
(c)  Not  separate  for  the 

sexes  

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

Total  

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Piggeries. 

There  are  about  80  premises  used  for  pig  breeding  on 
a commercial  scale  producing  a large  number  of  animals 
for  bacon  manufacture.  The  premises  used  for  this 
business  are  in  many  cases  badly  designed,  and  con- 
structed of  inferior  materials;  generally  they  are  placed 
far  enough  from  dwelling  houses  to  avoid  causing 
complaints. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
direct  labour  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping 
into  disused  clay  pits  and  other  sites  within  the  urban 
district,  the  ground  being  afterwards  levelled  and  used 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  statutory  action  has  been  necessary  during  the 
year  for  the  prevention  of  Smoke  Nuisances.  Premises 
from  which  such  emissions  could  come  are  visited  occas- 
ionally to  impress  upon  the  managers  and  staff  the  im- 
portance of  Smoke  Abatement  both  from  a hygienic  and 
a financial  standpoint. 

No  complaints  were  received  of  smoke  emissions  from 
colliery  spoilheaps. 

SwMiMNG  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming 
baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 

Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year  the  bi-annual  treatment  of  the  sewers 
was  carried  out,  and  the  results  showed  that  former 
treatments  had  considerably  reduced  the  rat  population 
in  the  sewers.  One  district  which  appeared  to  have  a 
firmly  established  basic  population  was  found  at  the 
last  treatment  to  be  practically  free  from  infestation. 
The  threshing  of  Ricks  Regulations  1950  are  still  very 
difficult  to  enforce,  due  to  (u)  a large  amount  of  threshing 
being  done  unknown  to  the  Local  Authority,  and  (6) 
the  careless  attitude  of  the  farmers  or  contractors. 
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With  very  few  exceptions,  the  holders  of  agricultural 
properties  in  the  district  are  members  of  the  County 
Rodent  Destruction  Scheme,  and  are  treated  at  least 
four  times  annually. 

The  appended  table  of  treatments  etc.,  is  in  the  form 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries. 


Type  of  Property. 

Local 

A uthority 

Total  number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority’s  District  18 

Dwelling  Agricul- 
Houses.  ural. 

5,617  66 

All 

Other. 

198 

Total. 

5,899 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
by  the  Local  Authority  during 

1 952  as  a result  of  : — 

(а)  notification 

(б)  survey  or  otherwise  1 

37 

192  10 

8 

190 

45 

393 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  foimd  to  be  (Major) 
infested  by  rats  (Minor)  1 

43 

7 

51 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by  mice 

18  . 

1 

19 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority  1 

61 

8 

70 

Niunber  of  Notices  served  under 

Section  4. 

Legal  Proceedings 

Number  of  “Block”  control 

schemes  carried  out  Nil. 

Food  and  Drugs. 

All  the  premises  in  which  food  is  manufactured  or 
handled  in  a raw  state  have  been  regularly  inspected  at 
short  intervals  throughout  the  year,  and  many  premises 
in  which  food  is  stored  and  exposed  for  sale  have  also 
been  inspected.  This  involved  a total  of  537  visits 
spread  over  a total  of  112  separate  premises. 
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The  majority  of  such  premises  have  a supply  of  hot  and 
cold  water  on  tap,  with  a sink  or  washbasin  for  the 
washing  of  employees’  hands.  Continuous  persuasion 
is  being  used  on  the  occupiers  without  these  amenities 
as  to  the  advisability  of  providing  them,  but  progress  is 
necessarily  slow.  During  the  year  3 premises  were 
provided  with  hot  and  cold  water  on  tap. 

Durham  County  Council  are  the  responsible  authority 
for  taking  samples  for  chemical  analysis  under  the  Act 
and  during  the  year  38  samples  of  dry  goods  were  all 
found  to  be  genuine,  34  Milk  samples  were  taken, 
two  of  which  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat. 

Bakeries. 

There  are  7 bakeries  in  the  area  all  of  which  are 
frequently  inspected.  The  remarks  made  last  year 
with  regard  to  the  lack  of  space  still  applies  although 
they  comply  with  the  statutory  requirements.  Gen- 
erally, conditions  are  good  and  as  each  one  is  a family 
business  the  owners  are  anxious  to  hold,  and  if  possible 
increase  their  custom.  Some  of  the  bakehouses  although 
complying  with  legal  requirements  are  in  rush  periods, 
too  small  for  easy  and  hygienic  running.  No  remedy 
can  be  suggested  as  in  every  case  of  this  type,  the  prem- 
ises cannot  be  extended  by  building  or  the  purchase  of 
the  adjoining  property. 

Ice  Cream. 

Only  one  person  in  the  District  manufactures  this 
commodity  whilst  there  are  twenty-three  registered  for 
the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream.  The  premises  selling  are  in  every 
case  receiving  prepacked  ice' cream  from  various  whole- 
sale manufacturers  and  store  it  in  refrigerator  cabinets 
until  sold.  22  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted 
to  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  withthefollowing 
results  : — 


Total. 


I 

Number  of  Samples  13 


Grade. 

2 3 

4 3 


4 

2 
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Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  are  26  premises  in  the  area  used  for  the  storage 
and  distribution  of  milk,  all  of  them  receiving  the  milk 
bottled  ready  for  distribution. 

4 samples  of  milk  Avere  submitted  for  the  methylene 
blue  test,  two  being  bad  and  two  good. 

Generally  the  hygenic  conditions  are  good,  only 
three  not  having  a supply  of  hot  water  on  tap  and  relying 
on  heating  water  by  boiler  or  kettle. 


Meat  and  Slaughterhouses. 

Ko  slaughtering  of  animals  for  sale  for  human  con- 
sumption has  taken  place  in  this  district  for  some  time. 

Slaughtering  of  livestock  for  the  area  is  carried  out 
at  the  Government  controlled  slaughterhouse  at  South 
Shields  from  where  it  is  distributed  to  the  local  butchers. 
Much  of  the  imported  meat  is  dirty  on  the  outside  and 
has  a poor  unappetising  appearance  due  to  so  much 
handling  and  transferring  from  cold  store  to  cold  store, 
whilst  the  home  killed  meat  is  frequently  not  properly 
bled  and  dressed,  due  to  insufficient  resting  periods 
before  slaughter  and  hurried  methods  of  work. 

Everj^  endeavour  is  made  to  inspect  all  pigs  slaughtered 
under  the  small  pig  keepers  regulations. 

Butchers  Shops. 

There  are  14  Butchers’  Shops  in  the  district  which 
haA’e  been  frequently  inspected. 

Vans  and  lorries  are  inspected  as  opportunity  occurs, 
and  are  usually  in  a clean  state,  although  there  seems 
to  be  an  opening  for  properly  designed  and  constructed 
vans  for  butchers  selling  from  door  to  door  as  well  as 
for  wholesale  delivery  vehicles. 

Food  Condemned  this  Year. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 
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4 tins  of  Chicken. 

50  tins  of  Luncheon  Meat 

Cherries. 

^ 

Pears. 

44  „ „ 

Evaporated  Milk. 

66  „ „ 

Beans. 

7 „ „ 

Full  Cream  Milk. 

31  „ „ 

Red  Cherries. 

4 „ „ 

Pineapple. 

8 „ „ 

Oranges. 

52  „ „ 

Plums. 

^ jj  >> 

Stewed  Steak. 

13  „ „ 

Rabbit 

1 „ „ 

Golden  Syrup. 

4 

Gooseberries 

2 „ „ 

Mincemeat. 

72  „ „ 

Tomatoes. 

10  „ „ 

Salmon. 

1 „ „ 

Apricot  Jam. 

56  „ „ 

Peas. 

^ J J 5 J 

Carrots 

4 

^ 55  55 

Soup. 

1 „ „ 

Peas  Pudding. 

2 „ „ 

Herrings. 

1 „ „ 

Baby  Food 

1 >>  jj 

Strawberries. 

1 „ „ 

Xmas  Pudding. 

1 „ „ 

Apple. 

6 „ „ 

Prunes. 

1 „ „ 

Macaroni. 

2 „ „ 

Beetroot 

9|lbs.  Bacon. 

1 jibs.  English  Mutton. 

601bs.  Jellied  Veal. 

551b.  2ozs.  Ham. 


Adulteration  of  Food. 

The  Durham  County  Council  are  the  responsible 
authority  for  the  administration  of  those  sections  of  the 
Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  dealing  with  the  adulteration 
of  food,  and  they  take  samples  for  analysis. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  provisions  of  section  38  of  this  Act  were  ad- 
ministered until  April  1952,  when  we  were  informed 
that  the  County  Council  had  decided  not  to  delegate 
the  powers  under  this  section  to  the  district  Authorities. 
This  was  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Council  had  already 
agreed  to  undertake  the  duties.  Briefly,  it  now  means 
that  out  of  141  business  premises,  only  25  will  no  longer 
be  visited,  as  all  the  remainder  are  inspected  under 
other  Acts,  Food  & Drugs,  and  Public  Health.  On 
the  other  hand,  116  premises  will  have  visits  from  another 
Officer,  so  it  is  not  surprising  that  shopkeepers  become 
exasperated  with  so  many  Officials  to  deal  with. 

Until  the  receipt  of  the  County  Council’s  intimation, 
245  visits  were  made. 
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There  are  92  Food  Shops  in  the  area  as  follows  : — 


Cafes,  etc 3 

Sweets  & Ice  Cream 8 

Grocery  37 

Greengrocery  12 

Fishmongers  3 

Fish  & Chip  Fryers 7 

Butchers  14 

Bakers  & Confectioners  8 


92 


